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Speech in the Ceremony of the
20th Anniversary of
the Cambridge Chinese School

Humin Ji; President
of the. Cambridge Center For Chinese Culture
October 8", 2011

Ladies and gentlemen:

I warmly welcome you to the celebration of the 2&tmiversary of Cambridge Center
for Chinese Culture. Please allow me to expressiib&t heartfelt welcome to all of you on
behalf of the Board of Directors of the Cambridganter for Chinese Culture. We are so
honored to join the festivities with everyone hereelebrate the 20th birthday of Cambridge
Center for Chinese Culture.

In October 1991, in the Cambridge library, we, ¢hseholars from the Mainland China,
set up a Cambridge Chinese School with only settefests, one teacher and a single table. In
the following year, the school was officially retgised as the Cambridge Center for Chinese
Culture, a non-profit organization in Massachusgtttsnoting Chinese language education and
cultural exchange. Two decades have passed, ar¢htheridge Chinese School has now grown
into a formal educational institution with thousaraf students, near hundred faculty members,
and over 40 courses. The school now operates inl®/600 square foot area with two separate
premises located in Waltham and Cambridge. The C@l€&€operates a mature educational
series consisting of after-school and weekend etass well as a summer school and early
childhood education programs. These programs skffezent communities but complement
each other in their commitment to promoting Chinlasguage and culture.

The Cambridge Chinese School is the first to tehetMandarin style of the Chinese
language in the eastern United States, using thglified characters, Standard Chinese and
Chinese Pinyin. The school has a top reputatioitddrigh-quality education in the Greater
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Boston area as well as across the United Statesh&past two decades, the Cambridge Chinese
School has not only trained high-quality teachetsy are both devoted and well-experienced,
but has also explored a set of unique, teachinfodst appropriate for the learning of Chinese
overseas. The school attaches great importante taréation of a good environment for

Chinese language learning and the enhancemeniddrgs’ interests in learning Chinese
language.

Through a variety of Chinese culture courses, theal cultivates the students’ cultural
appreciation and bilingual proficiency. The oveimgigoal is to encourage students to become
fully bilingual and to embrace the Chinese cultu@ur aim is to have our students excel both in
their academic pursuits and in their understandirtge Chinese people. For the past two
decades, thousands of ethnic Chinese children laitdten of other ethnic groups have studied
in the Cambridge Chinese School. The students hagegreat achievements in multiple arenas,
nationwide and globally, including Chinese languyagathematics, speech, art, and table tennis.
A high percentage of our students have been actéptdite American colleges and have been
offered jobs in some of the world’s most influehtampanies. Our students’ outstanding
performance has cleared up the misunderstandingf ikaifficult and useless for students to
learn Chinese overseas. Additionally, learningn@ké has positively impacted the students’
performance in American schools. Our program hasotstrated that an excellent Chinese
school can and should play a critical role in thecpss of overseas Chinese children’s growth.

Americans go to church on Sundays while the over€d¢anese, young and old, attend
Chinese classes in all weather, what is that fooMRhe two decades of development of the
Cambridge Chinese School, it's obvious that then€ée school plays dual roles—a basis of
Chinese education as well as an important bridgaecting Chinese and American people. And
due to the selfless help from a number of paremtisGhinese friends, a series of complementary
organizations have flourished - art ensembles,npsirerganizations, an alumni association,
activity centers for the elderly, lecture seried &able tennis club. The number of members has
now reached more than a thousand. Take the XYHhh axample. The 650 members actively
carry out cultural exchanges with the Chinese conitywf the Greater Boston area and play an
important role in facilitating the relationship eten China and the USA.

In the past 20 years, we never show grief or reigreards what has been lost. Time and
our achievements will show the value of everythirghave accomplished. We left home and
moved to America, but we do not feel lonely becabDkmese culture has always been with us.
The Chinese school has become the new home famthggrants from China in the North
American continent.
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It takes a decade to grow trees, but a centurgaopeople. For the course of education,
20 years is just a moment in history. The Chinekesation in the United States can be traced
back a century to the late Qing Dynasty. Kwong Kolinese School, Newton Chinese
Language School and Cambridge Chinese School itoB@sea are the best examples of the
Chinese people’s development in America differasitanical periods. We encourage each other,
hand down good tradition from generation to gemanadnd jointly retain a Pure Land for the
spread of traditional Chinese culture overseas.

I would like to take this opportunity of celebratiand on behalf of the board of directors
of the Cambridge Center for Chinese culture to @xpmy sincere gratitude again toward the
following First; my thanks go to the Massachusstate government, City of Cambridge, City
of Waltham, and all of our American friends. Withaleir spirit of democracy and tolerance for
multi-culture, there would be no possibility foetexistence of Cambridge Chinese School.

Next, | express my heartfelt thanks to the Oversdanese Affairs Office of State
Council, Ministry of Education of China, New Yorlo@sulate General and Chinese School
Association in the USA. Without their support aredgh the Cambridge Chinese School will not
be what it is today.

I will also express my appreciation to Boston'sri@lse community, partner schools and
Chinese friends! After 20 years of ups and dowreshave jointly created a harmonious Boston
Chinese community and provided a good learningrenwient for children.

Last but not the least, I'd like to express my eigcthanks to the board of directors of
Cambridge Chinese Culture Center, the faculty, Maers and parents of the school. There are
only a few 20 years in one’s life. | feel so fora@ to have met and worked with all of you in
Boston in our efforts to establish the Cambridg&n€ée School.

One falling leaf is indicative of the coming of aoin. The splendor of autumn is our
hope for the next generation. Our school’s stojyss one example of the success of the hard
work by our overseas Chinese community. We arginoad that being engaged in overseas
Chinese education is a magnificent and lofty effioatt can benefit innumerable generations. Let
us continue to endeavor our best, for history meNer forget what we have done here. The
contribution made by us shall not perish from thozla:
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